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Leaders of the religious and cultural right 
are discontented with a Republican Party legis- 
lative agenda and slate of prospective presiden- 
tial candidates they see as fading to deal with 
the moral arid social concerns that helped pro- 
duce GOP victories last November. 

“The notion [among some Repubhcan strate- 
gists] that pro-family voters have no place to go 
is wrong, arid that kind of thinking could de- 
stroy Repubhcan hopes for the future if it ever 
became ygddy embraced,’’ said Gary L. Bauer, 
a fanner Reagan administration official who is 
nig^ president of the conservative Ramily Re- 
se^ch Council. 

&uer said that he and, James ftobson, head 
oLthe ^oup Focus ou tlhe Eai^y, “made it 
clear in recent weeks” fa faeetings With Repub- 
U(^ Par^ officifas “that ff the pari^ wants to 
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they are “going to have to get’ overany hesitan- 
cy for making the case fa0ainily values.” . , 
Pahick J. Buchanan, the cpmirihntator whS/j 
ran unsuccessfiilly for the GOP nomination -in v 
l?S?i^esterday told the Conseryative Pohtical' 
A^on Conference (CPAC) that he would wel- 
come -the opportunity to take bn those wjio 
woiilfa modify the tough antiabortion language 
in'lhfe.iRepubKcan Party platform. ■ 

: "^Anyone who tries to rip that plank out of 
th e -pM orm will have to come over Pat Bu- 
cha^,” he told the cheering audience. -| 

Arid on Friday, Ralph Reed, executive direc- 
tor of: the Christian Coalition, warned the Rct 
puthcan Party that evangejfaal Chnstians and 
antiabortion Catholics willr^se to vote for a,-- 
Republican ticket that includes a presidential of 
vice-presidential candidate, who favors abortion ' 
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Buchanan walks to podium to address Conservative Political Action Conference: ' 
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Reed complained , in some Rep^lican 
quarters, Christians and moral conservatives 
“are still being told that the social issues are 
losers, that we must downplay values and we 
must sublimate our Christianity, especially if 
we want to get into the White House in 1996.” 
For Reed, the strong wanimg to the GOP 
marked a shift from his.past role as a concilia- 
tor. It suggested that he has faced grovring 
criticism within consemtive Christian ranks 
fo| hiS pifct vvillin^essJto postpone some of the 
' mpre contrpyersial elements of the conserva- 
j tivesodal ag|nda, including school prayer, and 
I his Mliit^^ to consider altei^tion of die lan- 
I giageinthe^P abortion pl^ 

I : Reed, who ^ke at the CPAC gathering, de- 
I fended fes willingness to put off social issues m 
I favor of passage of fee GOP “Contract With 
I Afeenca,” disputing critics who “charge that 
I the contract ignores social issues. Now we 
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know better. It includes welfare reform; it dis- 
courages ille^timacy and encourages work and 
responsibility. ... It includes a tougher crime 
bin and a tougher anti-pornography bill.” 

One factor in the discontent is the decision of 
both former vice president Dan Quayle and for- 
mer education secretary William J. fennett not 
to run for president, leaving many conserva- 
tives without a candidate with strong appeal to 
the Christian and social-issue right. 

Quayle, who gave the closing address at the 
CPAC gathering, stressed values issues and 
noted that if he had run, his slogan would have 
been “putting fee family first.” 

Many people who are conservative on social 
issues also have grim memories of the early 
1980s, when they a^^dpp temporarily post- 
pone action on man^^fl^"issues in order to 
give first priority ^^he Reagan administra- 


tion’s tax and budget economic proposals, oply- 
to end up without strong administration sup-' 
port later on. >; "' If 

Bauer said two clear areas of concem are 
the “hot button” issues of abortion;, and rehgioii^ 
freedom, embodied in school prayer. In lam 
' guage stronger than Reed’s, Bailer warpjed 
that putting an abortion-rights supporter orffife 
GOP presidential ticket or abandoning the p|cr' ' 
ty’s a'ntiaboi1a(Mi: plank, t'would absolutely guA* 
ante^ijah explosion and perhaps even a 

Bdt) s^d,,)-he and Dobson ;%ye vof^^fi 
br^er conmn to Republican feaderl^® 
•fe^,is'”a'J^gef, and gepe^Py unaddressd^S 
r^^f^^l^happening'fe the heart andMi 
. the sense that our soci^^p 
te| ^^ ^.imdrallv base 9^ our culture 



